Monday, December 15, 2003
Proverbs 10:1 - 11:31

A recurring theme in today’s reading concerns the mouth, lips, and tongue. Where these are mentioned we have to think of those things that come out of them; the things that we say and why we say them. 

One “mouth” problem mentioned is “babbling” or “chattering”. How often have you told a friend, with a smile on your face, “Go ahead, keep talking—you’re digging that hole you’re in deeper.” Sometimes it seems that listening is the hardest habit to develop. Often, before the phrase “Shut up and listen” makes it from our brain to our consciousness, we are already in an embarrassing if not endangering situation. Wise is the person who listens better than they speak, or even enjoys it!

What about spreading slander, or “gossip”? Wisdom rejects this in favor of the tongue of the righteous, describing it as “choice silver”, and the righteous lips that “feed many”. How easy it is for words to bring harm, or joy and comfort.  


While even comforting words from the righteous are not always accepted, we can test our words before they make it to our lips, so that we know whether we have set out to offend. Are our words harmful? Can they reflect poorly on our witness of Jesus’ love? Yes, even Jesus was sometimes angry when He spoke, but there was something else there, too. He never lacked love for the sinner. The Bible’s shortest verse is a picture of Jesus looking at Jerusalem, the city whose inhabitants would demand His death. The verse says, “Jesus wept.” His compassion for the lost never waned. 

Some other themes in today’s reading concern the reward of hard work and the integrity of an honest business owner. Even in those days there were those who chose not to work when there were easier (i.e. less honest) ways to make money. And in those days there were crooked bakers, bankers, butchers, etc. Unbalanced scales are not a new problem for the consumer, but Wisdom makes God’s view of the practice clear. 
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